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' What more can 
we ask of great 
, fiction?' 
and King. In both, the finale is cataclysmic, affecting the lives of not only the charac­
ters, but of the entire world. Every event that can happen in the future of both worlds 
hangs on the outcome of the confrontation. 
The worlds themselves make a final point of comparison. They are both true worlds: 
Tolkien's with its incredible detail in cast, geography, and history; King's with its familiar 
settings and supremely likeable characters. Both stores absorb us in the cast and the 
tale. Both give us new heights of accomplishment and depths of anguish. And most 
importantly: both welcome us, for the first or the tenth time. They create their own niche 
in our memories where we are glad to return whenever we need to step momentarily 
out of our own time. For this reason, if none other, The Stand earns a place with the 
classics. It gives us an alternate existence. What more can we ask of great fiction? 
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